
SSAB CHAIRS BIMONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 
October 25, 2001 (4:00 – 5:30 PM EST) 

 
Martha Crosland, HQ, welcomed the following participants: 
 
Oak Ridge     Luther Gibson, Pat Halsey 
Paducah     Doug Raper, Stacey Young 
Hanford     Wade Ballard, Todd Martin 
Nevada      Kelly Kozeliski, Carla Sanda 
Los Alamos     Jim Brannon, Menice Manzanares, 
      Ted Taylor 
Rocky Flats     Gerry DePoorter 
Fernald     Doug Sarno 
Idaho      Jan Edelstein, Wendy Lowe 
Savannah River    Gerri Flemming, Karen Patterson, 
      Mike Shoener 
Pantex      Paula Breeding 
Headquarters     Martha Crosland, Fred Dowd, 
      Betty Nolan, Megan Rudolph, 
      Jon Wright 
 
1. LOCAL SSAB PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ISSUES/UPDATES 
 
Oak Ridge 
♦ Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board has had full complement of 20 members 

plus two high school senior student participants since July with no turnover. 
♦ ORSSAB meets monthly on second Wednesdays.  The December meeting will, 

however, be on Monday, December 10, due to availability of the Garden Plaza Hotel 
in Oak Ridge. 

♦ The September 12 Board meeting was attended by Todd Martin from Hanford. 
♦ On September 19, members of the National Academies National Research Council 

Board on Radioactive Waste Management entertained public comments on 
stakeholder input on basic research needs for transuranic and mixed waste 
management.  A list of topics from their Waste Management Committee work plan 
was shared. 

♦ On October 18, David Geiser, HQ, took time out from attending the Energy 
Communities Alliance Fall Conference in Oak Ridge to meet with members of the 
Board’s Stewardship Committee.  Recent recommendations regarding inadequacy of 
stewardship provisions in CERCLA documents were discussed, and Mr. Geiser gave 
his perspective on the status of establishing a national policy on stewardship. 

♦ The most significant recent Board recommendation is related to an Explanation of 
Significant Difference (ESD) to the CERCLA record of decision for Oak Ridge’s on-
site disposal cell allowing disposal of classified waste.  The Board recommended that 
any change to a record of decision requiring an ESD needs to be accompanied by 
public involvement and information. 



♦ The ORSSAB Waste Management Committee devoted a somewhat extended meeting 
to the TSCA Incinerator on October 17.  DOE still plans to shut it down at the end of 
FY 2003, but availability of alternatives appears to be questionable.  A trial burn was 
recently completed for renewal of the RCRA Part B permit and TSCA PCB approval, 
but the state has not provided feedback on the protocol for performing risk 
assessments. 

♦ The Environmental Restoration Committee received a presentation on the Oak Ridge 
site specific briefing material for the EM SSAB Groundwater Workshop.  All of the 
members planning to attend the workshop were present. 

♦ The meeting of the EMAB Alternative Technologies to Incineration Committee 
scheduled for September 25-26 was canceled.  ATIC members are being polled for 
availability to meet in February.  There is a natural question regarding input on 
planning the National Stakeholder Forum: Is Global Environment and Technology 
Foundation tasked to identify stakeholders and actively solicit input or merely 
designated to receive and compile the input? 

 
Paducah 
♦ The Board held elections: Mark Donham was reelected as the Chair and Doug Raper 

is the new Vice Chair. 
♦ The Board amended their bylaws; one change is the new Vice Chair position. 
♦ The Task Forces have been meeting monthly and will send recommendations to DOE 

soon.  There is one recommendation currently pending. 
♦ Four people from the CAB are planning on attending the Groundwater Workshop in 

January at Savannah River. 
♦ The Board is planning their second annual retreat for this Spring, with the hopes that 

Martha Crosland, HQ, will be able to attend again. 
 
Hanford 
♦ The Board will be meeting next week.  They will look at scope questions such as 

what will happen with Hanford cleanup from here on out and how to handle Tri-
Party Agreement issues in the River Corridor.  The Board is trying to scope which 
topics to tackle, how to solve the problems and in what order. 

♦ There have been changes in the tank waste program.  The plan has been to retrieve 
and vitrify almost all of the waste but because of budget problems, the Site is looking 
at other technologies and other proposals.  The Board will be considering these 
options and expects negative public and member feedback. 

 
Nevada 
♦ The Board held elections at their last meeting.  Phil Claire and Cynthia Ortiz were 

reelected as Chair and Vice Chair, respectively. 
♦ An orientation was held for the new members in September.  The Board is still 

awaiting headquarters appointment of their new members. 
♦ The Board held a retreat on October 12-13.  They focused on three areas: 

1. The Underground Test Area Peer Review Report – the CAB expects the Report 
next week.  The Peer Review Team will brief the CAB about their findings, then 



hold a public meeting to integrate the rural communities and report on the 
findings. 

2. The 2004 budget prioritization 
3. Transportation and waste – the RCRA Part B permit evaluation 

♦ The CAB is restructuring their Program and Planning Committee.  They have had 
problems planning their public meetings.  The CAB is trying to improve the planning 
process and make it more efficient as well as make their meetings more efficient.  
Many of the members are looking at a number of different areas, including meeting 
logistics, educational opportunities, increasing public involvement and increasing the 
information relayed to the public. 

♦ Carla Sanda and Bobbie McClure, NV, would like to thank Fred Dowd, HQ, for 
doing a great job with the SSAB program. 

 
Los Alamos 
♦ The CAB held elections at its last meeting and elected Jim Brannon and Don Jordan 

as the new Chair and Vice Chair, respectively.  Menice Manzanares is now the 
Executive Director of the CAB. 

♦ The Board is meeting for a whole day bimonthly now; this is a trial period of six 
months at the end of which the Board will evaluate whether to continue meeting 
bimonthly or return to its previous schedule of meeting monthly. 

♦ The Executive Committee still meets monthly to organize the meetings. 
♦ The Board meets on October 26 to discuss Board recruitment, groundwater 

protection, eco-risks and human health risks. 
 
Martha Crosland, HQ, thanked the Board again for a great Chairs meeting in August. 
 
Rocky Flats 
♦ The Board’s emphasis is on the reevaluation of the RSALs as the project comes to a 

close.  The CAB has reached consensus and issued a recommendation regarding risk 
levels and action levels.  The gist of the recommendation is that the more they clean 
up the soils now, the less they will have to worry about long-term stewardship.  The 
recommendation is available on the CAB website. 

♦ The CAB completed its workplan for the next year.  The Board will focus on actinide 
migration studies, environmental restoration and cleanup, long-term stewardship and 
the end-state of the site (i.e. land configuration, long-term stewardship, groundwater 
protection). 

♦ Officer elections will be held at the November meeting.  Gerry DePoorter has served 
his full term so this will be his last conference call as Chair. 

 
Fernald 
♦ The CAB held its annual retreat in October; it was scheduled for September but was 

rescheduled.  The focus continues to be future use and stewardship.   
♦ The CAB received a grant from the Office of Site Closure to work on a public access 

facility at the Site.  
♦ The CAB has a new full-time college student member and two new members. 



♦ The National Academies of Science Committee on Stewardship is coming to the Site 
to hold a public meeting. 

 
Idaho 
♦ The CAB held a meeting on September 18 in Coeur d’Alene—it was difficult to get 

quorum. 
♦ Todd Martin and Pam Brown of the Hanford Advisory Board attended the CAB 

meeting. 
♦ The CAB is proposing three recommendations.  The first is regarding the Yucca 

Mountain feasibility study.  The second is about the EIS for Technical Area 18 at 
LANL.  The third recommendation is on the EA on D&D of the Spent Fuel Basin at 
Idaho. 

♦ Idaho Operations Office has a new manager, Mark Frei, who will be meeting with the 
CAB at its November meeting. 

♦ The CAB is working on a letter to Mark Frei regarding its desire to aid in the top-to-
bottom review.   

♦ The Board is also working on a letter to the people working on the Strategic Plan for 
long-term stewardship. 

♦ The next Board meeting will be held November 13-14.  The CAB will focus on the 
60% design for the ER disposal cell at the Site and the remedial action objective for 
subsurface disposal.   

♦ Unfortunately, no one from the Board will be able to attend the Groundwater 
Workshop in January. 

♦ The Operations Office is interviewing candidates for the DDFO position at the site.  
Chair Stan Hobson was invited to participate in their interviews. 

♦ Vice Chair Jan Edelstein will attend the Interstate Technology Regulation Conference 
and will share the Idaho CAB’s views on long-term stewardship, focusing on the 
intersite workshop.  

 
Savannah River 
♦ The Board’s quarterly meeting is Monday, October 29.  The Board did a self-

assessment in August and will be reviewing it at the meeting.   
♦ The Board received Assistant Secretary Jessie Roberson’s letter regarding the EM 

top-to-bottom review and is looking forward to participating.  SRS Site Manager 
Greg Rudy will attend the Board meeting to discuss the review. 

♦ Plutonium shipments from Rocky Flats to Savannah River have been placed on hold 
indefinitely.  

♦ The ROD for salt-disposition has been published.  The ROD details schematics of 
extracting Cesium from the salt. 

♦ A decision should be reached at the Site by the beginning of 2002 whether or not to 
restart the Consolidated Incineration facility. 

♦ At the Board meeting, the CAB will addressing scoping comments on the Scrap 
Metal EIS. 

 



Pantex 
♦ The CAB is dealing with internal controversy right now.  Dan Glen, the Area 

Manager, has suggested that the Board reach a consensus decision to accept the 
Charter.  At the last September meeting, the CAB voted 12-1 to accept the Charter.  
The October meeting was canceled so the CAB is waiting to hear from Dan Glen 
before the November meeting to know if it will continue to exist. 

 
2. SITE SPECIFIC ADVISORY BOARD ISSUES 
 
Groundwater Workshop 
♦ The Workshop is rescheduled for January 31 – February 2, 2002.  
♦ The new registration deadline is November 30.   
♦ The new hotel registration deadline is January 15. 
♦ The planning group will have a conference call on Thursday, November 8 from 3-

4:30 PM EST. 
♦ Reminder to submit briefing book information to Dawn Haygood at SRS. 
♦ Depending on levels of security, a tour of the Site may be possible for Workshop 

attendees.   
♦ Reminder to send registration to Dawn Haygood via email.  Send names and numbers 

to reconfirm even if prior registration has occurred. 
 
3. GENERAL UPDATE 
 
Spring Chairs’ Meeting 
♦ The Fernald CAB will host the Spring Chairs’ Conference in Cincinnati.  The third 

weekend in April seems to work the best for the majority of the CABs, although once 
Fernald gets a copy of everyone’s scheduled meeting dates for 2002 they can figure 
out a time that conflicts with the fewest CAB meetings.  Reminder—send Fred Dowd 
the dates of 2002 meetings and standing meeting days and he will distribute that 
information to the other CABs. 

♦ The agenda planning will be done the same way as it has been the past few meetings, 
with the facilitators putting together a survey, then surveying the Chairs as to their 
important issues and finally developing an agenda based upon the Chairs’ answers.  
The facilitators will also consider building more time into the agenda for discussion, 
per the Chairs’ stated desire following the last Chairs’ meeting. 

 
Top-to-Bottom Review 
♦ All of the CABs should have received a letter from Assistant Secretary Roberson 

stating that she would like their input on the EM top-to-bottom review via their Area 
Managers. 

♦ There is not a clear deadline for when this process should be concluded.  CABs 
should speak with their Area Managers to find out how the process will be carried out 
at each individual site. 

 



Informational Needs 
♦ Annual Reports—HQ needs all the CABs’ Annual SSAB Reports.  Reminder to send 

those to Fred Dowd, HQ, when they are available. 
♦ Meeting Schedules—Reminder to send Fred Dowd, HQ, projected meeting schedules 

for the next year. 
 
4. CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE 
 
♦ The Interior Appropriations Bill was passed by Congress.  The Energy and Water Bill 

is waiting for conference on October 30.  This is the bill that covers DOE and EM 
funding.  The total amount requested is $24.6 billion, which represents similar 
funding to last year’s amounts.   

♦ Congress is operating on a continuing resolution through October 31, when it will 
most likely pass another continuing resolution.  Outside problems have made things 
move slower than anticipated. 

♦ The Defense Authorization Bill will go into conference early next year. This bill 
includes the Rocky Flats Wildlife Refuge and funding for Paducah and Portsmouth 
conversion facilities. 

♦ The Deputy Administrator for NNSA, Litton Brooks, was confirmed by the Senate.  
Ed Beckner, NNSA, awaits Floor Confirmation, while Mike Smith, proposed 
Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy, has his hearing on October 25. 

 
5. CLOSING REMARKS 
 
A question arose about the Stakeholder Forum in Denver.  The Forum grew out of the 
Blue Ribbon Panel in Idaho settlement agreement.  DOE agreed to hold this Forum.  It is 
not site-specific and will cover principles and so on.  A Federal Register notice will be 
issued shortly to announce the Alternative Technologies to Incineration Stakeholder 
Forum and to solicit stakeholder input. 
 
Martha Crosland, HQ, thanked everyone for participating. 
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